@ Wenham

FESTINATIN

Silence

No malls, no bars,and
plenty of open space make
Wenham ahidden gem.

Tiv Warven Saclaesit:

BLINK WHEN YOU DRIVE THROUGH
the center of Wenham and you might just
miss the whole thing. But if vou take it
slow, it's easy to see why the locals work
hard to maintain the tranquility and
charm of this small North Shore town,
“Our church, fire station, police sta-
rion, town hall, and post office are all in
our town center,” chuckles Wenham na-
tive Catherine Tinsley, “It"s like Cheers
where everyone knows vour name—ex-
cept we don't have any bars! No malls...
in fact, no business district!”
What Wenham does offer, however,
is rural living that hearkens back to the
good old days when community meant
just that—folks working together to care
for their town and each other. Throw
in acres of open space, a top-ranked
college, a highly involved citizenry, and
azo-mile commute to Boston, and the
appeal of Wenham comes into focus.
Local shop owner Harper Della-Piana
had to make quite an adjustment when
she moved here after living and working
in New York City for 15 years. She agrees
that Wenham has predominantly been
known by outsiders as a town you pass
by on the way to somewhere else, but she
says that tide seems to be slowly turning.
“The town is attracting younger
residents, the type who own their own
business orwho can work remotely via
computer,” Della-Piana says, “The webisa
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big factor. Eighty percent of my customers
find me online and travel here to shop.”

Four years ago, Maria Lekkakos
bought the former Hebert's Candy build-
ing on Main Street to house her salon and
day spa, M.Lekkakos.

“Throughout the entire renovation
process, the town was great to work
with,” she says, “That isn’t always the
case in other towns.”

Picture Parfect Clockwise fram bottom right,a
displayat the Wenham Musewm; Ben Merry (riuseurn
wolunteer): the town center; and Wenham Lake

For some residents, balance is profes-
sional and personal. Elissa Della-Piana
is a gallery owner whose downtown
business thrives. She is alsoa Wenham
native whose house sits on former farm-
land owned by her father. Hers is one of
many meticulously restored properties.
She credits the preservation efforts in
Wenham for maintaining the traditional
fieel while welcoming some change.
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